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REVIEW OF THE DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT
OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
ALLEGED PUBLIC BRIDLEWAYS NOS 43 & 27
PARISHES OF INGRAM & WHITTINGHAM

Report of the Executive Director of Local Services
Cabinet Member: Councillor Glen Sanderson, Environment & Local Services

Purpose of report

In this report, the Rights of Way Sub-Committee is asked to give consideration to all
the relevant evidence gathered in support and rebuttal of a proposal to add a public
bridleway from the U1094 road (Byway No 40) at Clinch in a general south-easterly
direction via Plantation House, crossing the Ingram / Whittingham parish boundary
then continuing in an easterly direction to join the C169 road, 160 metres west of Mile
End Farm.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Sub-Committee agree that:

i) there is sufficient evidence to justify that public vehicular rights
have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route M-R-S -P

ii) theroute M-R-S -P be included in a future Definitive Map
Modification Order as a Restricted Byway.

iii) there is sufficient evidence to justify that public bridleway rights
have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route Q-T -N - O,

iv) the route Q-T - N - O be included in a future Definitive Map
Modification Order as a public bridleway.
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BACKGROUND

By virtue of Section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981, the County
Council is required to keep the Definitive Map and Statement under continuous
review and make modification orders upon the discovery of evidence, which
shows that the map and statement need to be modified.

The relevant statutory provisions which apply to adding and upgrading a public
right of way on the Definitive Map and Statement based on historical
documentary evidence is Section 53(3)(c)(i) of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act, 1981, which requires the County Council (as Surveying Authority) to
modify the Definitive Map and Statement following:

“the discovery by the authority of evidence which (when considered with
all other relevant evidence available to them) shows:

“that a right of way which is not shown in the map and statement
subsists or is reasonably alleged to subsist over land in the area
to which the map relates, being a right of way such that the land
over which the right subsists is a public path, a restricted byway
or, subject to section 54A, a byway open to all traffic;”

All the relevant statutory provisions and competing rights and interests have
been considered in making this report. The recommendation is in accordance
with the law and proportionate, having regard to individuals’ rights and the
public interest.

PUBLIC EVIDENCE

In November 2017, Edward Liddle of Steel, Hexham submitted an application
to amend the Definitive Map and Statement by adding a public bridleway from
a point marked M on the U1094 road (Byway No 40) at Clinch in a general
south-easterly direction for a distance of 2140 metres via Plantation House to
a point marked N at the Ingram / Whittingham parish boundary then continuing
in an easterly direction for a distance of 250 metres to a point marked O on the
C169 road 160 metres west of Mile End Farm.

The application is supported by historical evidence including Greenwood’s
County Map of 1828, the 1840 Tithe Award for the township of Branton, the
1841 Tithe Award for the township of Clinch, the 1862 Deposited Plan for the
Northumberland Central Railway, the 1% Edition O.S. 25” plan of 1866 with the
accompanying Book of Reference, the 1°* Edition 1” plan (revised) of 1894, the
2" Edition O.S. 6" plan of 1896, Bartholomew’s Cycling Map of 1903, the 1910
Finance Act records and the 3" Edition O.S. 6” plan of 1921.

The application was also accompanied by the following submission:
Plantation House

The route



“1. The route, which is currently unrecorded, lies partly in the parish of
Whittingham and partly in the parish of Ingram.

“2. It starts at GR NU 051 138 (A) on the C 169 road, close to Mile End. It
joins for a short section the U1098 (C - D) close to Plantation House and ends
at the southern end (F) of BOAT 224/040 (U1094) at GR NU 035 148, close to
Clinch.

“3. Starting from (A) the alleged route follows the fence line in the first field and
then crosses the parish boundary (B) to pass into an old hedged iane in which
it descends to the Branton Burn. It then crosses a large field to meet the
recorded public road at (C) close to Plantation House. It turns southwest and
follows this road for a short distance to (D). From here it follows the field edge
to (E) where it joins a track which becomes a tarmac road, BOAT 224/040 at
Clinch (F).

“4. Itis approximately 3 - 4 metres wide in the remnants of the old lane and on
the track near Clinch.

“6 It can be seen on OS Explorer sheet 332.

See photographs

The documentary evidence

1. 1828 Greenwood’s Map of Northumberland

The alleged route is shown for its full length on this map as a ‘cross road’, that
is @ minor road connecting two roads of greater importance.

See extract
2. 1840 Tithe award for Branton Township DT 65M

“Part of the alleged route is shown on this plan, from (B) to the burn, the part
that lay in Branton Township at that time. It is coloured pale brown in the same
manner as the current public tarmac roads to Branton and Glanton. It should
be noted that this plan is not aligned to north.

See extract
3. 1841 Tithe award for Clinch Township DT 105M

“The plan, titled ‘Plan of the vill or hamlet of Clinch in the parish of Ingram’
shows the section of the alleged route from (E) labelled as ‘Clinch Road’ which
has the plot number 13. This plot is described in the apportionment as ‘The
Clinch Road’ and is shown as being not tithed under the heading ‘Roads &
waste land’.

The ‘Clinch Road’ is shown joining the already recorded route at (D). This is
labelled ‘from Ryle’ in one direction and ‘to Glanton’ in the other.



The label ‘to Glanton’ indicates it is referring to the way along the alleged route
rather than along the recorded public road, which goes in the direction of
Branton and would be a long way round for travellers going to Glanton.

See extract
4. 1862 Plan & Book of Reference for the Northumberland Central Railway QRUP 108a

“This type of plan was a statutory requirement before the building of a new
railway line could begin. It gave the names of the owners and occupiers over
whose land the proposed railway would go and identified all the public roads
that it would cross. It was open to public inspection. This line was to link the
Wansbeck railway at Scots Gap to Cornhill. However some sections were
never built as the money ran out once it got to Rothbury. This included the
part of the proposed line through the parishes of Whittingham and Eglingham
through which the alleged route passed.

On sheet 13 of the plan, the line of the proposed railway is shown crossing the
alleged route in plot 2 in Eglingham Parish.

In the Book of Reference in the section for Eglingham Parish, plot 2 is
described as a ‘bridle road’. The owner is John Fawcett and the occupiers
are Joseph Park, John Turnbull and the public.

See extract
5. 1866 OS 1+ edition, scale 1:2,500 (25”) www.old-maps.co.uk
OS Book of Reference for the parish of Eglingham and Ingram

“The sheets for this area, XXX/6 & XXX/11 are not available at Woodhorn but
can be partially seen on this website.

In the parish of Eglingham, township of Branton, the hedged lane is shown as
plot 77. After it crosses the burn to cross a large field, the route is braced with
the field as plot 74. Once it joins the recorded public road it passes into plot
75, also braced with the adjacent field. The junction of the recorded public
road with the alleged route north to Clinch is shown to be in this plot.

The plot number is missing for the field around which the route passes in the
parish of Ingram, township of Clinch & Hartside. But it reappears again for the
section of track leading up to Clinch. This is shown as plot 9.

In the Book of Reference, the descriptions of land use for these plots are:
Eglingham parish, Branton township

Plot 77 Public road

Plot 74 Arable, roads, streams

Plot 75 Arable & road

Ingram parish, Clinch & Hartside township
Plot 9 Arable, rough pasture, roads

See extracts



6. 1894 OS 1 edition revised scale 1:63,360, the 1” NLS website

The alleged route is highlighted on the extract of this revised version of the 1”
edition which shows it following the same route as on the 1866 edition.

See extract

7. 1896 OS 2™ edition scale 1:10,560, the 6”  Sheets XXX SE, XXX SW
The full route is shown clearly along the same line as on the 1” edition.

See extract

8. 1903 Bartholomew’s cycling map NLS website

“This map was produced to meet the demand from road cyclists. The alleged
route has been highlighted on the extract. Although it does not recommend
the route as a route suitable for cyclists, it is recorded on the map to show that
it is an available public road.

See extract
9. 1910 Finance Act NRO 437/ XXX/11,7 & 6

“On sheet XXX/11, the section of the route in Eslington township (A - B) is
shown to be in-plot 288 as part of The Mountain Farm.

The hedged lane is shown as a ‘white road’ indicating that it was public as it is
not included in the plots of either of the adjacent landowners. The yellow
shading along the lane indicates the line of the parish boundary.

The unfenced section across the field leading to Plantation House (C) in
Branton township lies in plot 81 as part of Branton Farm. It has been labelled
in hand writing in red ink as ‘public’, presumably the work of the land agent
who was preparing these documents required by law for the landowner.

The recorded road (U1098), which links the two unrecorded sections of the
alleged route, is also labelled ‘public’ in the same handwriting. The section
leading from the junction (D) with this recorded road going towards Clinch can
be clearly seen as being in plot 101, as part of Fawdon Farm.

“On sheets XXX/7 & 6, the remaining section of the route is shown, also in
plot 101 as part of Fawdon Farm.

See extracts

In the Field Book, ref NRO 2000/52, under Eslington township, there is no
deduction for ‘right of way or user’ for plot 288. This is not unusual when land
was part of a large estate. There is not a single deduction for any of the 73
hereditaments (plots) recorded as being in the ownership of the Eslington
Estate in this Field Book and yet it is unlikely that there was not a single right
of way to be found in such a large area.
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In Field Book, ref NRO 2000/21 on page 7, under Fawdon & Clinch, plot 101
is shown as being owned by the Duke of Northumberland with Messrs Riddle
as occupiers. There is a deduction of £457 for ‘Rights of Way or user’.

See extracts

10. 1921 OS 3" edition, scale 1:10,560 (the 6”)

The alleged route is shown on this later edition of the Ordnance Survey
following the same line as in the earlier documentary evidence.

See extracts
Conclusion

The evidence above suggests that in the nineteenth and early 20" centuries
there was a bridle road or minor public horse & cart road giving direct access
to Plantation House from the road from Eslington-to Glanton. The onward link
to Clinch and so to Fawdon provided a very much more direct route to these
farms than the long way round along the current tarmac road network. This

. was important at a time when travel was very much slower than it is today.

Please can you investigate this case in order to see if the alleged route should
be added to the definitive map”

In April 2018 the County Council made Definitive Map Modification Order (No
5) 2018. This Order was to add to the Definitive Map and Statement a Byway
Open to All Traffic and Restricted Byway over the U1098 and U4064 roads
from north of Branton Middlesteads to to a point east of Mile Moor Plantation.
A section of the claimed route between points P - Q was included in the Order
as Parish of Ingram Byway Open to All Traffic No 38. The Order has received
objections, which have not been withdrawn and will likely therefore, be
forwarded to the Secretary of State for determination.

LANDOWNER EVIDENCE

By letter received 4™ May 2018, Nigel Dods of Woodside, Branton
Middlesteads, Glanton responded with the following comments.

i) “l am puzzled as to why yet another bridleway/public right of way is
being applied for by the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, when we are
already having to improve tracks & gates for the old existing U4064
byway that runs across the farm, and if your proposal is permitted we
will then have 2 public access routes running through it.

i) “Being next door to the Ingram Valley & National Parks | would have
thought plenty of routes were already available within the Ingram Valley.
My main concern is the issue with dogs & our livestock across this
route. Our stewardship scheme terminates at the end of the year and
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as at this moment do not know what new scheme will be suitable for
your proposed route, whether grass, cereals or environmental..

iii) “l understand completely the pleasure gained from access to the
countryside but question whether 2 routes on such a small acreage can
be justified.

iv)  “Also | return with our ownership boundary marked green & also the
byway road mentioned above”

By way of a compliment slip in May 2018, Mr W R Telford of Fawdon Farm,
Powburn responded with the following comments.

i) “I have marked the map to show my extent of ownership.

ii) “l am happy with this route being used by walkers, but am bitterly
opposed to vehicles being given any access. We have a council road
to the Clinch which is in a terrible state of repair, so unless this road can
be maintained better, the last thing we need is extra 4W.D. damage to
the land and gateways etc; as well as the road.”

CONSULTATIONS

In March 2018, the County Council carried out a consultation with the Parish
Council, known owners and occupiers of the land and the local representatives
of the “prescribed and local organisations” listed in the Council’s “Code of
Practice on Consultation for Public Path Orders”.

By letter in March 2018 the County Access & Bridleways Officer for the British
Horse Society responded to the consultation with the following comments:

“There is clear evidence of this route on the ground. This is supported
by plenty of documentary evidence, the most important being the
Railway Plan. Although the railway was never built, the preparation
work was done thoroughly as it had to be open to public inspection
before it could get approval from parliament.”

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

A search has been made, relating to historical evidence and the following .
copies are enclosed for consideration.

1769 Armstrong’s County Map
There is no evidence of a track over the claimed rbute.

1811 Estate Plan

The Estate plan shows the route between points R - S as an
enclosed track identified by the number 14 and listed in the
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accompanying schedule as ‘Lane’. The same plan shows the
route S - P as a track identified by the number 15 and listed in the
accompanying schedule as ‘Road & Bog'. (No copying possible)

Fryer's County Map

There is no evidence of a track over the claimed path.
Cary’'s Map
There is no evidence of a track over the claimed path.

Greenwood'’s County Map

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
route.

Branton Tithe Award (Applicant’s plan)

There is evidence of an enclosed track over the southern section
of the claimed route between points T - N.

Clinch Tithe Award (Applicant’s plan)

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
path within Clinch township which is identified by the number 13
and listed in the accompanying schedule as ‘Clinch Road'.

Estate Plan

The Estate plan shows the route between points S - P as a track
identified by the number 2 and listed in the accompanying
schedule as ‘“Twist Close - Road included’. (No copying possible)

1% Edition O.S. Map: Scale 1:2.500 & Book of Reference {Applicant's Plan)

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
route.

The northern and middle sections of the path have no specific
numbers but cross the field parcels numbered 9, 74 & 75 which
are annotated collectively in the Book of Reference as ‘arable,
rough pasture, roads & streams’.

The southern section of the claimed route from the Whaupmoor
Burn to the parish boundary is numbered 77 and annotated as a
‘Public Road'.

Deposited Plan of the proposed Northumberland Central Railway

The section of the claimed route from the Whaupmoor Burn to the
parish boundary is identified as crossing the route of the proposed
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railway. It is annotated by the number 2 and listed in the
accompanying schedule as a 'Bridle Road’ with one of the
occupiers being listed as ‘the Public'.

1% Edition O.S. Map: Scale 1:10.560

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
route. The southern section from the Whaupmoor Burn to the
parish boundary appears to be enclosed.

2 Edition O.S. Map: Scale 1:10.560

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
route. The southern section from the Whaupmoor Burn to the
parish boundary appears to be enclosed.

34 Edition O.S. Map: Scale 1:10.560

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
route. The southern section from the Whaupmoor Burn to the
parish boundary appears to be enclosed.

Provisional Edition O.S. Map: Scale 1:10,560

There is evidence of a track over the entire length of the claimed
route. The southern section from the Whaupmoor Burn to the
parish boundary appears to be enclosed.

SITE INVESTIGATION

A site inspection is scheduled prior to the Council meeting.

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT REPORT

In March 2019, a draft copy of the report was circulated to the applicant and
known owners / occupiers of the land who responded to the consultation.

DISCUSSION

Section 53(3)(c)(i) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, requires the
County Council to modify the Definitive Map when evidence is discovered
which, when considered with all other relevant evidence available to them
shows:

that a right of way which is not shown in the map and statement
subsists or is reasonably alleged to subsist over land in the area to
which the map relates, being a right of way such that the land over
which the right subsists is a public path, a restricted byway or, subject to
section 54A, a byway open to all traffic;
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When considering an application or proposal for a modification order, Section
32 of the Highways Act, 1980 provides for “any map, plan or history of the
locality or other relevant document” to be tendered in evidence and such
weight to be given to it as considered justified by the circumstances, including
the antiquity of the tendered document, the status of the person by whom and
the purpose for which it was made or compiled, and the custody in which it has
been kept and from which it is produced.

The representation of a path or track on an Ordnance Survey map is not
conclusive evidence that it is a public right of way. It is only indicative of its
physical existence at the time of the survey.

Greenwood’'s County Map depicts a track over the full length of the alleged
route. If the purpose of the map was to depict commercial travel routes
throughout the County then it is reasonable to assume that the route carried
higher rights than public footpath.

All of the Ordnance Survey plans from the 1%t Edition map ¢.1860 to the plan in
1957 depict a track over the full length of the claimed route. It is noted that on
the 1957 plan that the southern part of the route is annotated as a Footpath
(FP) suggesting that the surveyor considered the physical appearance of the
route was likened to a footpath rather than a bridleway. However, it is also
noted that the ‘Book of Reference’ accompanying the first edition 25" map
¢1860 describes part of the southern enclosed section as a ‘Public Road’.

While the information relating to the 1910 Finance Act is valuable there is
usually no direct correlation linking the financial deduction for public rights of
way in the Valuation Books to the tracks identified within the plots on the
Valuation Plans. However, in this case there are instances where the plans
have been annotated in red ink. The section running south-easterly from
Plantation House has been identified as ‘Public’.

The Branton and Clinch Tithe Awards show a track over the majority of the
claimed route suggesting that the route physically existed but give no clear
indication as to its public or private status.

The extract from Bartholomew’s Cycling Map shows the entire length of the
claimed route. However, it is noted that the same extract also shows other
routes currently recorded as public footpaths and some routes with no
recorded public status at all.

It is accepted that not all of the historical evidence may show the whole of the
alleged route. However, the cumulative evidence would suggest that it is
reasonable that a track existed over the route of the alleged public right of way
and that the route would have been used by the public. Members must be
satisfied that it is also reasonable that the public use of the route would have
been more than just pedestrian and that public bridleway rights or restricted
byway rights have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route. At this
stage members are looking at the ‘low level’ reasonable test and do not need
to be satisfied, on the balance of probability, a public right of way exists over
the route.
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In the light of the evidence submitted it appears that the historical evidence is
sufficient to demonstrate that public vehicular rights have been reasonably
alleged to exist over the route between points M - R - S - P. This part of the
alleged route is included on the 19th Century Estate Plans as either a ‘road’ or
‘lane’ and is identified on the Tithe award as a road. It is on all of the
Ordnance Survey plans and listed in the book of reference as being within land
parcels that include roads. All of this evidence suggests that the route was
part of the historical road network linking Clinch to the communities at
Brandon, Ryle and Glanton.

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act 2006)
had a major impact upon the recording of byways open to all traffic based
upon historical documentary evidence. Under section 67 of the Act, any
existing, but unrecorded, public rights of way for mechanically propelled
vehicles were extinguished unless one of the ‘saving’ provisions applied. In
brief, these saving provisions were: (a) if the main lawful public use between
2001 and 2006 was with motor vehicles; (b) if the route was on the List of
Streets (on 2 May 2006) and not also on the Definitive Map as something less
than a byway open to all traffic; (c) the route was legally created expressly for
motor vehicular use; (d) the route was a road deliberately constructed for
public motor vehicular use; or (e) the vehicular highway came about as a result
of unchallenged motor vehicular use before December 1930. None of the
above saving provisions apply therefore, if the track were to be recorded as a
restricted byway, it would be an offence for any member of the public to use
the route with a mechanically propelled vehicle without the landowners’
permission.

In the light of the evidence submitted it appears that the historical evidence is
sufficient to demonstrate that public bridleway rights have been reasonably
alleged to exist over the route between points Q - T - N - O. This part of the
alleged route is not included on the Estate Plans and only part of the route is
included on the Tithe award. It is included on the majority of the Ordnance
Survey plans, a section of which is included in the book of reference as a
‘public road’. However, a cross section of the route is also included on the
proposed Northumberland Central Railway but it is listed in the accompanying
schedule as a ‘bridle road’ rather than a ‘public road'.

If an order were to be made, it is usual practice for officers to investigate
whether there is the possibility of agreeing a harmonious route on a consistent
alignment that satisfies the concerns of all the interested parties.

Advice from the Planning Inspectorate in their ‘consistency guidelines’ states
that it is important to have the correct width, where known, recorded in the
definitive statement. It is considered appropriate therefore, to record the
restricted byway section with a default minimum width of 5 metres and the
public bridleway section with a default minimum width of 3 metres.
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CONCLUSION

In the light of the evidence submitted it appears that public vehicular rights
have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route M-R-S - P.

The route M - R - S - P be included in a future Definitive Map Modification
order as a restricted byway.

In the light of the evidence submitted it appears that public bridleway rights
have been reasonably alleged to exist over the route Q- T-N - O.

The route Q - T - N - O be included in a future Definitive Map Modification
order as a public bridleway.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
Local Services Group File B/24/43z, A/38/27z

Report Author John McErlane — Definitive Map Officer

(01670) 624136
John.McErlane@northumberiand.gov.uk
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981, PART IIT
DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF NOTICE OF
APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER

Former Borough/District ........ Ar\u.ub‘u; !(A ............................................................................................................

Parish ......... LQ M%M ...... I BTN Wy =

To: Asset & Infrastructure Manager
Local Services Group
Northumberland County Council
County Hall
Morpeth
NE61 2EF

VWe e Ebw mb L(. E b LE (Name)

........... C’*A P G L KM E ST_‘EéL‘ {(Address)

of

hereby certify that the requirements of Paragraph 2 of Schedule 14 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 have been
complied with, and each of the following landowners and occupiers affected by the claim have been notified.

Name Address
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981, PART III
DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND

APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER

Former Borough/District ........ Aq\(& TR T
Parish L)la«c.mm:jw/]:h TR, Rights of Way No. ............ Sorcrery o err et
(on Definitive Map)

To: Asset & Infrastructure Manager

Northumberland County Council

County Hall

Morpeth

Northumberland

NE61 2EF '

I{We GDNI\RE) L ‘ Dbl’\ﬁ (Name)

of ... CH‘TA“PE(— ....... “YME .......................... S 7f-{‘ﬂ (Address)

hereby apply for an order, under Section 53 (2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, modifying the Definitive Map
and Statement for the County of Northumberland, by:-

@ Adding the tfoetpath) (bridleway) (restricted-byway) (byway-eperrtoatttrafhie) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
fom ...GR.MR.QSLIAR. .elone fo. Mile B
0GR QRS LS. sdherde. T ol S
2. (Upgrading) (downgrading) to a (footpath) (bridleway) (restricted byway) (byway open to all traffic) the (footpath)
(bridleway) (restricted byway) (byway open to all traffic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
T s D B e S s I B s S SR e B S
e oo L e e S
3 Deleting the (footpath) (bridleway) (restricted byway) (byway open to all traffic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
T e e T e B
O b ettt s e e e s s AR s b e e et sea ee e et et et et et ee e aee e e ee e eene e e e
4. (Varying) (adding to) the particulars relating to the (footpath) (bridleway) ) (restricted byway) (byway open to
all traffic) (Delete whichever is inapplicable)
)3 N, OO o O O .. U SR
B0 et b e st e sra s e se e s R R R e s e St St bt s em s et e eeeseene ee s e e s et erotsam ot seenens
DY PLOVIGIIE TRAL <.oovirieiee ettt st e sa e et b e st e e e e eeeseesesean et e s s s oo s e st esseseee e eeseeeeee e

as shown on the plan attached.

1/We attach copies of the following documentary evidence (including statements of witness) set out overleaf in support of
this application.

Dated ............. {Lgu.f"(

NOTE: This application must be accompanied by a map showing the right(s) of way applied for. Legally such a map must be
at a scale of not less than 2%4" to 1 mile, but 6" to 1 mile (being the scale at which the Definitive Map is to be
prepared and maintained) will normally be preferable.
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Plantation House

The route

1.

The route, which is currently unrecorded, lies partly in the parish of Whittingham
and partly in the parish of Ingram.

It starts at GR NU 051 138 (A) on the C 169 road, close to Mile End. It joins for a
short section the U1098 (C - D) close to Plantation House and ends at the southern
end (F) of BOAT 224/040 (U1094) at GR NU 035 148, close to Clinch.

Starting from (A) the alleged route follows the fence line in the first field and then
crosses the parish boundary (B) to pass into an old hedged lane in which it descends
to the Branton Burn. It then crosses a large field to meet the recorded public road at
(C) close to Plantation House. It turns southwest and follows this road for a short
distance to (D). From here it follows the field edge to (E) where it joins a track which
becomes a tarmac road, BOAT 224/040 at Clinch (F).

It is approximately 3 - 4 metres wide in the remnants of the old lane and on the track
near Clinch.

It can be seen on OS Explorer sheet 332.

See photographs

The documentary evidence

1.

1828 Greenwood’s Map of Northumberland

The alleged route is shown for its full length on this map as a ’cross road’, that is a
minor road connecting two roads of greater importance.
See extract

1840 Tithe award for Branton Township DT 65M
Part of the alleged route is shown on this plan, from (B) to the burn, the part that
lay in Branton Township at that time. It is coloured pale brown in the same manner
as the current public tarmac roads to Branton and Glanton.

It should be noted that this plan is not aligned to north.

See extract

1841 Tithe award for Clinch Township DT 105Mm
The plan, titled ‘Plan of the vill or hamlet of Clinch in the parish of Ingram’ shows
the section of the alleged route from (E) labelled as ‘Clinch Road’ which has the plot
number 13. This plot is described in the apportionment as ‘The Clinch Road’ and is
shown as being not tithed under the heading ‘Roads & waste land’.

The ‘Clinch Road’ is shown joining the already recorded route at (D). This is labelled
‘from Ryle’ in one direction and ‘to Glanton’ in the other.



The label ‘to Glanton” indicates it is referring to the way along the alleged route
rather than along the recorded public road, which goes in the direction of Branton
and would be a long way round for travellers going to Glanton.

See extract

1862 Plan and Book of Reference for the Northumberland Central Railway

QRUP 108 a
This type of plan was a statutory requirement before the building of a new railway
line could begin. It gave the names of the owners and occupiers over whose land
the proposed railway would go and identified all the public roads that it would
cross. It was open to public inspection. This line was to link the Wansbeck railway
at Scots Gap to Cornhill. However some sections were never built as the money ran
out once it got to Rothbury. This included the part of the proposed line through the
parishes of Whittingham and Eglingham through which the alleged route passed.

On sheet 13 of the plan, the line of the proposed railway is shown crossing the
alleged route in plot 2 in Eglingham Parish.

In the Book of Reference in the section for Eglingham Parish, plot 2 is described as a
‘bridle road’. The owner is John Fawcett and the occupiers are Joseph Park, John
Turnbull and the public.

See extracts

1866 OS 1% edition, scale 1:2,500, the 25” www.old-maps.co.uk
OS Books of Reference for the parishes of Eglingham and Ingram

The sheets for this area, XXX/6 & XXX/11 are not available-at Woodhorn but can be
partially seen on this website.

In the parish of Eglingham, township of Branton, the hedged lane is shown as plot
77. After it crosses the burn to cross a large field, the route is braced with the field
as plot 74. Once it joins the recorded public road it passes into plot 75, also braced
with the adjacent field. The junction of the recorded public road with the alleged
route north to Clinch is shown to be in this plot.

The plot number is missing for the field around which the route passes in the parish
of Ingram, township of Clinch & Hartside. But it reappears again for the section of
track leading up to Clinch. This is shown as plot 9.

See extracts




In the Books of Reference, the descriptions of land use for these plots are:

Eglingham parish, Branton township

Plot 77 Public road
Plot 74 Arable, roads, streams
Plot 75 Arable & road

Ingram parish, Clinch & Hartside township
Plot9 Arable, rough pasture, roads
See extracts

1894 0S 1% edition revised scale 1:63,360, the 1” NLS website
The alleged route is highlighted on the extract of this revised version of the 1%
edition which shows it following the same route as on the 1866 edition.

See extract

1896 0S 2" edition scale1:10,560, the 6” Sheets XXX SE, XXX SW
The full route is shown clearly along the same line as on the 1% edition.
See extracts

1903 Bartholomew’s cycling map NLS website
This map was produced to meet the demand from road cyclists. The alleged route
has been highlighted on the extract. Although it does not recommend the route as
a route suitable for cyclists, it is recorded on the map to show that it is an available
public road.

See extract

1910 Finance Act plan NRO 437/XXX/11,7 & 6
On sheet XXX/11, the section of the route in Eslington township (A — B} is shown to
be in plot 288 as part of The Mountain Farm.

The hedged lane is shown as a ‘white road’ indicating that it was public as it is not
included in the plots of either of the adjacent landowners. The yellow shading along
the lane indicates the line of the parish boundary.

The unfenced section across the field leading to Plantation House (C) in Branton
township lies in plot 81 as part of Branton Farm. It has been labelled in hand writing
in red ink as ‘public’, presumably the work of the land agent who was preparing
these documents required by law for the landowner.

The recorded road (U1098), which links the two unrecorded sections of the alleged
route, is also labelled ‘public’ in the same handwriting. The section leading from the
junction (D) with this recorded road going towards Clinch can be clearly seen as
being in plot 101, as part of Fawdon Farm.



On sheets XXX/7 & 6, the remaining section of the route is shown, also in plot 101
as part of Fawdon Farm.
See extracts

In the Field Book, ref NRO 2000/52, under Eslington township, there is no
deduction for ‘right of way or user’ for plot 288. This is not unusual when land was
part of a large estate. There is not a single deduction for any of the 73
hereditaments (plots) recorded as being in the ownership of the Eslington Estate in
this Field Book and yet it is unlikely that there was not a single right of way to be
found in such a large area.

In Field Book, ref NRO 2000/21 on page 7, under Fawdon & Clinch, plot 101 is
shown as being owned by the Duke of Northumberland with Messrs Riddle as
occupiers. There is a deduction of £457 for ‘Rights of Way or user’.

See extracts

10. 1921 OS 3™ edition, scale 1:10,560 (the 6”)
The alleged route is shown on this later edition of the Ordnance Survey following
the same line as in the earlier documentary evidence.
See extract

Conclusion

The evidence above suggests that in the nineteenth and early 20" centuries there was a
bridle road or minor public horse & cart road giving direct access to Plantation House from
the road from Eslington to Glanton. The onward link to Clinch and so to Fawdon provided a
very much more direct route to these farms than the long way round along the current
tarmac road network. This was important at a time when travel was very much slower than
it is today.

Please can you investigate this case in order to see if the alleged route should be added to
the definitive map?

Sent to NCC November 2017



From the roadside close to Mile End

The remnants of the hedged lane viewed from Plantation House
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1862 Northumberland Central Railway Book of Reference
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1866 0S 1% ed Scale 1:2,500 (the 25”)
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PARISII OF INGRAM.

. No. oz ia 5
o] gme | e[| gme | e
491410 | Brough! forward. 187764 | Brought forward,
27 35114 | Arable & fence. 20 39-249 | Arable, roed, & stroam.
28 1191 | Public rond. 21 240-407 | Rough paature, roads,
29 24-877 | Arzable, stream, & voad. & streams.
40 17°9G4 { Arablo & ronds. 22 629 | Pesture & sheds,
31 24-472 | Arablo, stream, & fence 23 12:181 | Rough pasture (Fox
38 7912 | Rough pasture. cover).
£ 5] 538000 | Ltough pasturc, roads, N
& streams. 430220 { ArenoftheTownship of|
34 2:882 | Wood. Clineh & Hartaide
— {exclusive of the de-
1043-352 tached portion).
TOWNSHIP OF CLINCH AND
RECAPITULATION. HARTSIDE (DETACHED).
1032237 | Land. 1 <209 | Lichopa Bumn.
9-924 7| Water, 2 23'804 | Aruble, rvugh pasture,
1-191 | Pullic road & stream.
—_— 3 85'044 | Arable, stxcam, & road.
1048-352 | Total AronofthoTown«f 4 27493 ( Arable, rough pasture,
}j—————] ehip of Fawdon. & road.
= ————— ] 199 | Garden.
] 696 | Posture & stream,
7 1-130 | Houso, immlnr}in 5
TOWNSUIP OF CLINCH AND & woate (Hnmlg.lj
ILARTSIDE. a 5483 | Arable, stream, & road.
9 401 | Tasture,
1 +301 | Rough pasture.” 10 | 532312 | Rough Vpasture, trecs,
2 180 | Arablo & strgean. - e m'm?’ﬁ.d" &o
b] 12418 | Amble, rough e, i ver Bre -
roud, & old “I“P‘:t“'i“'- 12 071 | Rough pesture (island)
4 2770 | Arable & ronds.
5 18-565 | Arublo & roud. 638-708
G 18-433 | Arable & road.
7 5748 | Arblo & road.
8 2:887 | Rough pusture.
N 26'690 | Aruble, rough pusturo, BECAPITULATION.
& roads. —_—
0 145 | Tlouses & yards. 627-533 | Land.
il ‘110 | Garden. 11175 | ‘Water.
12 264 | Gardun,
13 *313 | Qarden. 638°708 | Area of the Tovmship
1L 2066 | Amlie. of Clinch & Hartsido
15 #0634 | Arablo & shed. (Detached).
16 #4592 | Aralle. 430-220 | See above.
17 3685 | Arble,
18 481 | Arble. 1068-928 | Total Area of thoTawn-
1y 28°163 | Aralic & roads. Bh‘;p of Clinch & Hart.
side.
L8T"784 | Cuwricd forward.

PARISH OF INGRAM.

GENERAL RECAPITULATION.

&
P | elr

| Townakips.

'otal Area of
T

‘Towuships of

Arca in Acres,

ok ) IR

: 2309-G41
2004761 |
1610769

6524620 | 0524-520

1043-352
430220
638-708

1068:928

1068-928

10946-441

Reavaley.

Ingram (exclusivo of the dotached portion).
Ingram {Dotached).

Tngram (including the dotached portion).
Fawdon. ’

Clinch & Hartside (exclusive of the detached portion),

Clinch & Hartside (Detoched).

Clinch & Hortside (including the defached portion).

Total Area of the Parish of Ingram.

RECAPITULATION FOR THE PARISH.

10863-201
82-858
10-322

Land.
Water.

10948-441

TPublie voada.

To,::lrmn of tho Parish of Ingram, in ths County of Northum-
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1910 Finance Act Plan
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1910 Finance Act Plan Fawdon & Clinch plot 101
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1910 Finance Act

Entry for plot 101 in the Field Book NRO 2000/21
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Clinch Tithe Award
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TOWNSHIP OF BRANTON.

Noo| Amin Description .o G Deseription.
1 1:872 | Rough pasture. 841-886 | Brought forward.
3 | 10156 BimBrl;amish(partaf)l 33 20105 | Arobe.
3 -829 | Rough pasture. 3 28779 | Arable,
3 228 | Rough pastare, 35 22-034 | Axable.
4 4280 Rough]n.ttum&aheam 36 189 | Wood.
& 16-176 a7 29557 | Arable.
A e 3 | B,
34054 pastare,|| 39 3731 1
& stream. 40 28728 | Arable.
f 1-368 | Waod, 41 | 26814 | Arable & road.
| ot s | 8 I
10 4+ streams, of 4 onses, g &
g 15-307, %mhle & ﬁm N 43 26-442 ﬁ%}
479 | House, en, yar 4 07 [
' &e. ¥ 45 15392 | Arable.
13 1495 | Farmsteading, houses,} 46 6+051 | Public road.
gardens, &e. 47 35-443 B.ough ture, stream,
14 076 | Chapel. Brond.
15 080 | Coitages, 48 18:574 | Asable.
16 *814 | Houses, gardens, yards,j| 49 18-206 | Arable.
- 7 &e. : 50 <8304 | Wood.
17 2:024 | Farmsteading, houses,|| 51 19-157 | Arable & stream.
gardens, &e. 52 26'005 | Arable, stream, & road
18 208 | Wood. 53 25853 Anble,mwns,&mad
18 §-289 | Arable & rough pasturef 54 14:215 Arahle & stream.
31| 196 | Rk 35 | 3988 | Rowh
i 593 oughpasture &s 35-88 uph pasture
22 5-998 | Public road. 87 4-412 | Rough pasture.
22 141 | Public road. 58 1-230 Ronghpum-e&stmam
23 €345 | Arable & road. 59 8:969 | Rough pasture.
24 16:888 | Arable, rough pasture,] 60 2177 | Wood.
stream, 61 §9+285 | Arable & stream.
25 20-807 { Arable &rough pasture] 62 25419 | Arable & streams,
26 38537 ble. 683 18'488 | Wood & streams.
27 19-351 | Arsble & rond. 64 15619 | Arable.
28 18224 | Arable & road. 65 *149 | House & yard.
28 26-472 { Arable & road, 66 ‘347 ; House, garden, &o.
30 11-263 | Arable, 67 23285 | Rough , stream,
31 8-993 | Arable. & road.
32 $-028 { Public road. 68 10-683 | Arable.
841:386 | Carried forward. 940768 | Carried forward.
Bt Ak Deseription. Rhenl 4rmin Desceiption.
940-788 Brougm  forseard. 1107170 | Brought foriard.
3] 904 BO 16-810 | Avable & road.
70 868 Wood & stream. 81 574 | Wood & stream.
71 28966 | Arable & stream. 83 ‘9459 | Asable,
72 2129 | Wood & stream. a3 8284 | Avsble.
78 +222 | House & 84 8462 | Asable.
74 80:957 | Arable,roads,&streams] 85 9378 | Arzble & quarry.
75 48-240 § Avable & road. 86 14872 | Arable & road.
76 26-033 Arable, road, & &
71 1:354 | Public road 1174-559
78 21-728 An.ble&m
79 10:003 | Arsbls & road.
1107170 | Curvied forward.
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Northumberland Ordnance Survey Plan 1866

Contact: John McErane Scale: 1:10,000
Tel: 01670 624136
EMail: John,McErlane@nor[humbeﬂand_gov_uk Thie map is reproduced from Qrdnanoe Suwgy materlal with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controlier of Her Majesty's Stationary Office

Crown Copyright. L ised rep! i Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. License no. 100049048 (2012).




A —
i 2

Aer

U= Hyantom Buildings

Y
Northumberland Ordnance Survey Plan 1899
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